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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

GENERAL BOOKS AND BOOKS OF ANCIENT HISTORY 

Allgemeine Verfassungs- und Verwaltungsgeschichte. Von Alfr. 
Vierkandt, Leop. Wenger, Mart. Hartmann, O. Franke, K. 
Rathgen, Arn. Luschin von Ebengreuth, O. Hintze. Erste 
Halfte. [Die Kultur der Gegenwart, II., ii, i.] (Berlin and 
Leipzig: B. G. Teubner. 191 1. Pp. vii, 373.) 

This work is a part of that enormous structure known as Die Kultur 
der Gegenwart, now in the process of erection. As the general an- 
nouncement of the series has it, the object is to " furnish in generally 
understandable language, and from the pens of the intellectual leaders of 
our age, a systematically arranged and historically grounded presenta- 
tion of the culture of the present, by bringing together in their main 
outlines the fundamentals of each department of culture, according to 
their significance for the culture of the present and its future develop- 
ment ". 

So we are to have in a single series a summary of the knowledge to 
which the twentieth century is heir. It does not probably fall within 
the present reviewer's task to discuss the advantages or disadvantages 
of this scheme; and yet the judgment of the present volume is in some 
way conditioned by one's attitude toward the plan as a whole. It is 
apparent from the volume before us that the work belongs somewhere 
between an encyclopaedia (such as the Britannica) and a collection of 
popular works on the fields here treated. It can, after all, be a work of 
reference only; on the one hand, the scope of each volume precludes 
original investigation and treatment of its material; and, on the other, 
the work as a series is too extensive to give that impression of the one- 
ness of our knowledge and of our civilization which seems to be the 
basis and the conception of the project. It may be an advantage to have 
all the sources of our civilization brought together in a single series and 
presented in an authoritative way; but the American reader, tempera- 
mentally, perhaps, not unsatisfied with a " pluralistic universe ", will be 
more likely to be repelled than attracted by the necessity of fitting each 
part into the concept of knowledge as a whole. 

The field of knowledge is divided in the plan of the series into four 
main parts: philosophy, literature, and art; political and social sciences; 
mathematics and natural sciences; technical or applied sciences. The 
compartment into which the present volume fits is labelled the first half 
of the second section of part two. The whole work of which this is the 
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ment. This volume deals with the forms of society in Oriental states, 
with the origin of European political society in the Greek and Roman 
states, and with the constitutional history of Germany from the tribal 
days to 1806. The second volume presumably will deal with the consti- 
tutional history of the other states of Europe. 

The material treated in this volume is as follows : first, a general 
introduction, by Alfred Vierkandt, dealing with the beginnings of polit- 
ical life among primitive peoples. This is an interesting essay on the 
natural tendencies which produce political organization, the gradual 
evolution of the idea of the state, the principal types of government, and 
the beginnings of state justice, state economic control, and state finance. 
Section A deals with political and constitutional development in the 
Orient in two main parts: first, in ancient times (Egypt, Assyria, Baby- 
lonia, Persia, and India) by Leopold Wenger, and secondly, among the 
still existing Oriental states (Islam, by Martin Hartmann, China, by 
Otto Franke, and Japan, by Karl Rathgen). The second main division, 
section B, deals with the constitutional and political history of European 
peoples. First is a treatise by Leopold Wenger on the state in antiquity, 
which means the Greek and Roman institutions: the beginnings of the 
Graeco-Roman city-state, tribal kingship, government by nobles, democ- 
racy, monarchy; the particular forms of sovereignty (machinery of 
government, state finance, state military control, and economic control). 
The rest of the volume (150 pages) is devoted to the constitutional and 
political development among the Germans and in the Germanic empire 
(the "Holy Roman Empire of the German race", as the Germans like 
to call it). 

Judged by those parts of the present volume in regard to which the 
reviewer has any competence at all, the work presents in a well-organized 
way the present generally accepted views on all these subjects. It is 
obvious that it cannot well contain new and original matter (as, for 
example, in a constitutional history of the Germans and the empire in 
T 5° pages), nor indeed matter not otherwise easily accessible. The 
work therefore is a summary of existing knowledge, and as such is very 
well done and is useful and acceptable. 

E. H. M. 

Papers on Inter-Racial Problems: communicated to the First Uni- 
versal Races Congress, held at the University of London, July 
26-29, I9 11 - Edited, for the Congress Executive, by G. Spiller. 
(London: P. S. King and Son; Boston: The World's Peace 
Foundation. 191 1. Pp. xlvi, 485.) 

The amazing and confusing variety of the contents of this volume 
forms a monument to the indefatigable versatility of the organizer of 
the congress. It is doubtful if the collection possesses any real, perma- 
nent value as an instrumentality for promoting either the harmony of 
races or the peace of the world. 



